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Dear Old Boys,

The cold snap in the weather has certainly got us
all wrapped up in jerseys and warm clothes! I
happened to be in Hilton recently and saw the
Drakensberg covered in thick snow. I don’t
remember experiencing a cold snap like this in
Hillcrest during my time here. I wonder how you
remember winters in Hillcrest during your days at
Highbury?

There was a wonderful sense of House spirit this
term, and I congratulate all the Houses for
enthusiastically cheering on their teams. A strong
House spirit is an important part of our
traditional educational experience, and it was
wonderful to see the enjoyment, camaraderie
and healthy competition among the boys.
Congratulations to Escombes who won the Inter-
House Athletics Meeting and to Robbies who
won the Spirit Cup.

You will know from previous communication that
I am a great advocate for reading and for making
time, amidst our busy schedules, to be present
with our families. Aligned with our vision to
develop Highbury boys into avid readers is the
plan to refurbish the library. These plans are well
underway, and old boys who are able to and
interested in supporting this project are
encouraged to make a donation. 

Donors contributing R20,000 or more will be
permanently recognised on the Library Legacy
Donor Plaque, ensuring their generosity
becomes part of Highbury's story for generations
to come. 

We know that reading helps children to
process information, develop their
understanding and strengthen their critical-
thinking skills. We are therefore very excited
about this project. The library will be at the
heart of our school, and we hope that its
renovation will inspire a lifelong love of reading
in our boys.

The Highbury 1st XV Rugby Team and the 1st
Soccer Team have had successful seasons. Our
rugby team won 78% of their games this
season and represented the school with pride.
The soccer team were undefeated this year
and won both the Upper-Highway Soccer
League and the Kearsney Soccer Tournament.
We are very proud of the boys.

We sadly bid farewell to Tammy Fraser who
has been our Foundation Officer at Highbury.
During her time at Highbury, Tammy has made
a significant impact on our alumni
communication and we sincerely appreciate all
that she has done. We wish Tammy all the very
best for her move to Kearsney. We are
currently looking to fill her post and will update
the old boy community on who is appointed to
the position.

Warm regards,

Roland Lacock
Headmaster

From Roland Lacock's Desk:
Q3 2026



We had the privilege of welcoming the Highbury Class of 2021 for their 5-Year Reunion. It
was wonderful to reconnect before they begin one of the biggest milestones of their school
journey – their matric trials and final examinations. 

Highbury Old Boys from Kearsney College, Hilton College, Curro Hillcrest Waterfall College
and Thomas More College all gathered together with their Grade 7 teachers in the Chapel
to received a Highbury gift, a copy of the handprint they made in Grade 1 as a reminder of
just how far they have come, and a good luck message from our current Grade 7 boys.

Mr Lacock reminded them that their final year at Highbury was unlike any other. COVID-19
changed the way they learnt, played sport and interacted, yet the boys showed resilience,
adaptability and character throughout. We wish the Class of 2021 every success for the
months ahead as they prepare for trials and finals. Wherever life takes you, know that
Highbury will always be rooting for you, and you will always be part of the Highbury Old
Boys’ Association.

5-Year Reunion for the Class of 2021

 “You cannot go through a single day without having an impact on the world around you.
What you do makes a difference, and you have to decide what kind of a difference you

want to make.” - Dr Jane Gooddall

https://www.facebook.com/KearsneyCollege?__cft__[0]=AZZiLZbhqSjCWAhYwFQd5IUoU1hmfETdMFibY3FlTlAlL-J9xDyAasvn4pND9yR5KyZPbBfF6jY1oVHsyieNxNkQYXejFX-U65Gcsluwb8MpVDfxaJGw58_W_p__hlEiYBfurNGTiXSphFEPRb5igJCIHSGeEMaKZWIFRuOI3Xy9zw&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/hiltoncollege1872?__cft__[0]=AZZiLZbhqSjCWAhYwFQd5IUoU1hmfETdMFibY3FlTlAlL-J9xDyAasvn4pND9yR5KyZPbBfF6jY1oVHsyieNxNkQYXejFX-U65Gcsluwb8MpVDfxaJGw58_W_p__hlEiYBfurNGTiXSphFEPRb5igJCIHSGeEMaKZWIFRuOI3Xy9zw&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/CurroHillcrestChristianAcademy?__cft__[0]=AZZiLZbhqSjCWAhYwFQd5IUoU1hmfETdMFibY3FlTlAlL-J9xDyAasvn4pND9yR5KyZPbBfF6jY1oVHsyieNxNkQYXejFX-U65Gcsluwb8MpVDfxaJGw58_W_p__hlEiYBfurNGTiXSphFEPRb5igJCIHSGeEMaKZWIFRuOI3Xy9zw&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/WaterfallCollege?__cft__[0]=AZZiLZbhqSjCWAhYwFQd5IUoU1hmfETdMFibY3FlTlAlL-J9xDyAasvn4pND9yR5KyZPbBfF6jY1oVHsyieNxNkQYXejFX-U65Gcsluwb8MpVDfxaJGw58_W_p__hlEiYBfurNGTiXSphFEPRb5igJCIHSGeEMaKZWIFRuOI3Xy9zw&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/ThomasMoreCollegeKloof?__cft__[0]=AZZiLZbhqSjCWAhYwFQd5IUoU1hmfETdMFibY3FlTlAlL-J9xDyAasvn4pND9yR5KyZPbBfF6jY1oVHsyieNxNkQYXejFX-U65Gcsluwb8MpVDfxaJGw58_W_p__hlEiYBfurNGTiXSphFEPRb5igJCIHSGeEMaKZWIFRuOI3Xy9zw&__tn__=-]K-R


  

One of the greatest privileges of travelling on rugby tour is witnessing the enduring bond
between generations of Highbury boys. Whilst competing at the Independent Schools
Rugby Festival at St David’s in Johannesburg, our 1st XV Rugby Team had the pleasure of
meeting Highbury Old Boy, Sydney Barlow, who was there watching his grandson. After
spending time chatting with our coaches and Mr Brandon Harvey, who presented Sydney
with his original Highbury 1st XV rugby cap, Sydney wrote to thank them for making his visit
so memorable and shared some memories of his time at Highbury in the late 1950's.

Sydney arrived at Threave House as a Standard One pupil and recalls, with great humour,
how his siblings secretly packed their mother's jewellery into his suitcase "to give some
comfort while away from home," resulting in his parents making the journey back from
Isipingo to retrieve the precious cargo. He fondly remembers moving into the school
dormitory in Standard 2, where every belonging was marked with his school number, 24,
and how all the sporting equipment was kept in one large communal box. Looking back, he
says this taught one of Highbury's greatest life lessons: "All in this together."

Like generations of boarders, Sydney's memories are filled with the simple joys of school life  
– playing marbles and games of catch across the quadrangle, organising cricket matches
using a tree near the tuck shop as the wickets, eagerly searching for leftover toast, butter
and jam after breakfast, and enjoying chocolate blancmange, affectionately nicknamed
"Tugela Mud." Saturday family visits, hidden cake tins and listening to classical music in P.G.
Bryant's study before the reward of an Elvis Presley record all remain treasured memories.

One story, however, stood above the rest. After leaving Highbury, a teacher at his new
school asked where he had previously attended. When Sydney replied, "Highbury," the
teacher responded: "Ah, I knew you were different from these boys." Sydney never
regarded that as a compliment to himself, but rather as a reflection of the values Highbury
instilled in its boys.

"Highbury was, and remains today, a place that provides young men, cultured in every
sense of the word, to play their part in making a meaningful contribution to society." Nearly
70 years after beginning his Highbury journey, Sydney's memories remind us that while the
school has evolved, its values continue to shape generations of Highbury boys.

Sydney Barlow - Class of 1958



During his time at Highbury, Shaun was an enthusiastic sportsman, representing the
school in rugby and water polo, and serving as a prefect in his final year.  His school
days are filled with fond memories, from adventurous camping trips at Hilton with Mr
Harris, to lively Mathematics lessons with Mr Tibbs Dollar and his ever-present Jack
Russell, and memorable science experiments in the lab, some of which he has
promised to recreate with his children.

In 2017, Shaun returned to a place that played such an important role in his childhood
when he married his wife, Holly, in the Highbury Chapel.

“One of the most memorable parts of our wedding was everyone searching for my
Centenary kneeling cushion in the Chapel. It became such a talking point, and even
today Dominic still looks for it during Grandparents’ Day or Carols in the Chapel.”
Today, Shaun and Holly are proud parents to Dominic and Sophia. Dominic is now in
Grade 3 at Highbury, following in his father’s footsteps, while Sophia has recently
started at St Mary’s. They also run Gordini Breakdown Services, a Durban-based
transport and towing company.

Shaun and Dominic often compare Highbury experiences across generations, from
Wednesday lunches (hot dogs in Shaun’s day) to familiar spaces like the Library,
Centenary Hall, and Drama rooms. Even Weavers' Nest, once the boarding houses,
still come up in family stories. Watching Dominic in his Highbury uniform has been a
great source of pride for Shaun. 

“There is something very special about watching Dominic experience Highbury for
himself. The values, traditions, and sense of belonging are still so evident, and it
brings back so many memories while creating new ones at the same time.”

Shaun Deutschmann - Class of 2003



Happening at Highbury

 

Congratulations Escombe's!

There was no shortage of spirit on the
rugby field at our Senior Primary boys
annual Inter-House Rugby competition.
This year, Escombe's claimed the
bragging rights as champions.

Inter-House Athletics Day 

Congratulations to Blayne Piper who broke
two long-standing school records: 

U12 High Jump: Blayne's jump of
1.52m surpassed the previous mark of
1.51m, set by Zavion Kotze in 2000.
U12 150m Race: Blayne crossed the
finish line in an impressive 20.54
seconds, eclipsing Grant Cousins' 2012
record of 21.23 seconds.

Congratulations also goes to Escombe’s
who were the winning House, and to
Robinson’s who took home the Spirit
Trophy.

Join us for Business & Breakfast centred
around this year’s theme, “Growing
Community.”

We're excited to hear from acclaimed
Spud author, John van de Ruit, with Nick
Tatham from East Coast Radio as MC, and
guest comedian Rory Petzer, “South
Africa’s Minister of Champions.”

11 September 2026  
8:00–10:00am
Memorial Hall, Highbury 
R200 per person

RSVP HERE

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-3UfIsQrwNn52pgOUI8wuOtpZlgTEEuHb2aFpslpQXYW4xw/viewform


Happening at Highbury

 

Nothing brings back Highbury memories
quite like the unmistakable smell of the
Dining Hall and thoughts of your favourite
(and perhaps not-so-favourite!) meals. For
many Old Boys, mealtimes weren't just
about the food – they were about the
laughter, friendships and the wonderfully
creative combinations that probably
shouldn't have worked... but somehow
did!

While the classics will always hold a
special place in Highbury history, today's
boys have a new favourite – ribs and
chips! Messy, delicious, and guaranteed to
leave plenty of sticky fingers, full stomachs
and smiling faces.

The Highbury Library Legacy Appeal
will fund the transformation of our
library into a modern, inspiring
learning hub that blends traditional
reading spaces with collaborative
learning, technology and innovation.

Donations can be made to the
Highbury Education Trust and qualify
for a Section 18A tax certificate,
offering valuable tax benefits for
South African donors.
Donors contributing R20,000 or more
will be permanently recognised on the
Library Legacy Donor Plaque.

 
Donate here

Whether you are a current parent, Old
Boy, grandparent or friend of Highbury,
we invite you to partner with us in
creating a lasting legacy.

Thank you to all the parents and Old Boys
who have donated to the Highbury Library
Legacy Appeal so far and a special thanks
for their generous donations goes to:

Lance Horne (Class of 1982)
Chris Moon (Class of 1996)
Tyler Roake (Class of 2013)

https://hps.devman.co.za/Devman/librarylegacy/giving/


  

Although thousands of kilometres now separate him from Highbury, the memories of his
school days remain as vivid as ever for Graeme "Gegs" Sperryn, Dux of his year.

Today, Graeme is a successful partner at Siskinds, one of Southwestern Ontario's leading
law firms, having built an accomplished legal career that has taken him from South Africa to
Canada and, more recently, to the United Kingdom. Unable to attend his 50-Year Reunion,
Graeme sent a heartfelt message to his classmates, reflecting on the adventures and life
lessons that shaped their formative years.

"I have very fond memories of my Highbury years and all of the friendships made, several of
which endure to this day. I am grateful that I had the chance to have been part of the life of
the school. As a boarder for five years, this was certainly a community – a family of small
boys working out together, the challenges and joys of our youth."

As a Highbury boy, Graeme excelled both academically and in service to the school. He was
awarded the Michaelhouse Scholarship, the Keith Wimble Trophy for the boy who had done
the most for the school, and earned prizes for Reading, Drama, English and Latin.

Looking back, Graeme recalled a very different Highbury, where almost two-thirds of his
class were boarders. Boys came from across KwaZulu-Natal, as well as Zambia, Mozambique
and Swaziland, creating lifelong friendships across cultures and distances. His memories of
early mornings in the dormitories, Friday evening hit parades, victorious bus trips home
from away matches, Sunday birthday celebrations in the Dining Hall, and many adventures
brought both laughter and nostalgia to his classmates.

Among the stories were memories of Tommy Bedford-inspired haircuts, yo-yos,
skateboards, makeshift common rooms, digging for old .22 shell casings near the old
armoury and the inevitable disagreements settled "behind the practice wall". Yet beneath
the humour was a deeper appreciation for what Highbury gave its boys. 

“We learned about places and experiences beyond our own, and learned to get along with
one another, finding comraderie along the way. Highbury – with its dedicated teachers,
staff, and matrons – created a vigorous environment in which we were not coddled, but
shaped through excellent teaching, wonderful sport, and cultural activities into young men
ready for high school, university, military service, and life beyond.”

Graeme Sperryn - Class of 1976



Stuart Corbishley (Class of 1998) is a loyal Highbury Old Boy who recently returned to
the school with his wife and son while visiting family in Durban. His visit brought back a
wave of fond memories of his time at Highbury, where he started in 1995 in Standard
2 and left in 1998 in Grade 7.

Stuart often reflects on his early days in the computer room under the guidance of Mr
Godfrey. At the time, the technology was basic compared to today, but it was there
that a genuine interest in computers and problem solving began to take shape. In his
Grade 7 year, he was awarded Honours for Information Technology, and he credits Mr
Godfrey for helping to spark a passion that would go on to shape his future.
During his recent visit to Highbury, he was especially impressed to see the newly
upgraded IT room and the range of modern software and tools now available to boys,
a striking contrast to the early days he remembers so well.

That early curiosity has since grown into an impressive career in technology. Stuart is
now Co-founder and CTO of OpenFn, a company that helps scale public health and
humanitarian interventions through data integration, automation and interoperability.
The best part, OpenFn is open source, free to the world! He is an experienced
software engineer and a strong commitment to open source collaboration. His
approach blends thoughtful systems design with a focus on user experience, usability,
and building robust, maintainable software. https://www.openfn.org

Beyond software, Stuart has also worked professionally as a photographer, reflecting a
creative versatility that continues to define his work. Now based in Cape Town,
Stuart’s journey is testiment to how early experiences at Highbury can spark lifelong
passions. From a small computer room in the 1990s to leading global technology
solutions today, his story reflects curiosity, dedication and the lasting impact of
teachers who inspire.

Stuart Corbishley - Class of 1998

https://www.openfn.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExOWdpSVBVMlBJMXN3Q2lsSXNydGMGYXBwX2lkDzUxNDc3MTU2OTIyODA2MQABHtmf712Zs86rCKrIB6LO_FG31VG8u3S9TIfO0ZD9hmhJXd_L5Z3XU607uOeh_aem_FlgDM_RVjrYIef9B62KK6w


For many in the Highbury community, the Cluver family will be a familiar name. Richard
and Liz Cluver are past Highbury parents, with their sons Paul and Ross having attended
the school, while Liz served on the Highbury Board for many years.

Richard Cluver has spent a lifetime immersed in the world of finance and investment. A
former Financial Editor of The Daily News, he went on to write popular weekly columns
and reader Q&A advice for the Sunday Tribune. He has authored 19 books on personal
finance and trading and is the developer of ShareFinder, internationally distributed stock-
market analysis software. His latest book, Exploring Exponentiation, takes readers into
the world of investment and wealth creation, exploring how understanding a few key
principles can make it surprisingly possible to improve one’s financial position. Richard’s
central message is simple: building wealth is not necessarily as complicated as we might
think.

And now, thanks to Richard, you have an opportunity to benefit from his knowledge while
giving back. Richard has generously offered to donate the proceeds from the sale of the
e-book at R200, to the Highbury Education Trust, which supports scholarships and
bursaries, as well as ongoing maintenance and development of our school estate. What's
more, those who purchase the e-book will receive a free trial of Richard's ShareFinder
share-market software, as well as a free subscription to the monthly Investor newsletter.

It is an opportunity to invest in your own financial knowledge and invest in Highbury’s
future too. Donate your R200 via EFT, online or zapper, and we'll send you your copy.

EFT 
Standard Bank
Hillcrest 045726
Acc no: 273071017
Use Ref: Exploring Exponentiation
Send POP to pa@hps.co.za

The money-maximising secrets of Investment

Donate online to 
get your copy

mailto:mailto//pa@hps.co.za
https://hps.devman.co.za/Devman/online/giving/


  

Congratulations

Lyle Matthews - Class of 2016

The Highbury community is celebrating an
outstanding achievement by Lyle Matthews,
who made his debut for the The Sharks in a
sensational Currie Cup fixture against the
Pumas.

Making your first provincial appearance is a
milestone in itself, but Lyle made it one to
remember. He crossed the try line three
times, earned the Man of the Match award,
and announced himself on the Currie Cup
stage in spectacular fashion.

Lyle's success is the result of years of hard
work, perseverance and dedication to his
game. Highbury boys will remember him as
a determined player who continually worked
to improve. During his time at Highbury, he
was recognised as the Most Improved
Member of the 1st XV, an award that
reflected not only his talent but also his
commitment to growth.

Today, that same determination has taken
him to provincial rugby, where he is already
making his mark in Sharks colours.
Congratulations, Lyle! Your Highbury family
is incredibly proud of you and we look
forward to watching your rugby journey
unfold.

Andre Brink- Class of 1978

Andre and his wife, Vanessa, recently
returned from their impressive 2-night stay
at Umzolozo Private Game Lodge which
Andre won at the Highbury Old Boys  
Johannesburg Branch reunion earlier this
year. He got in touch to send his thanks and
reflect on his Highbury days.

"I grew up in Zululand and like so many
other boys my folks sent me to Highbury as
there were no other boarding schools in the
area. I only have happy memories of my time
there and many of my closest friends remain
from those early years spent at Highbury. 

We also had some amazing teachers and
one Peter Liddle stands out. He taught us
science and coached the 1st & 2nd XV's and
although you were often at the receiving
end of his mini cricket bat or old comrades
tekkie he remains one our fondest teachers
for the discipline he instilled in us from such
an early age. We had a particularly good
final year and there were few prep schools
who could claim that they had beaten
Highbury at any sport that year."

Today, Andre is Group Export Manager at
Edward Snell & Co, and remains a proud  
Highbury Old Boy. 

https://www.facebook.com/SharksRugby?__cft__[0]=AZbvSLTvR1LrmVtMv_zhpd0Lj9wZByfNsDhSzw1B0hWh_YI7SFxw6Ic4FVkyHUDUOM-J3syreNdIkB5E4R66jbqneGuUjsJ5IsGxfB6H86mQ-FxyAJmPcW-9ZVRZNsCh1Xa4mKcnhN-cyuMwf7tQDOSt1wmmrMD9219eqy3EzIW2vL6JIOaP6-jXJbhN7wJvj_MOjrjUQ2WOUDQr1yin_5t_&__tn__=-]K-R


From the classrooms of Highbury to mentoring the next generation, Richard Gorven  
has dedicated his life to investing in young people. Richard is Creative Director of
Trulife, a non-profit organisation that helps students make brave choices that lead to
better futures. He also works with the Global Leadership Network International,
sharing stories of impact from around the world, and serves on the GLS Next Gen
Leadership Team.

Over the past two decades, Richard has mentored young people through church
ministry, Bible college lecturing, youth leadership, creative projects, music, and work
with a range of corporates and non-profit organisations. At the heart of everything he
does is a passion for helping others grow into the people they were created to be.
Richard is also the author of Before You Call Yourself a Mentor, offering practical
wisdom and encouragement for anyone who wants to make a meaningful difference in
another person's life.

Looking back at his Highbury days, Richard shares, “I have the most incredible
memories from Highbury. From long afternoons spent reading the works of Brian
Jacques and J.R.R. Tolkien in the library (shoutout to Mrs Bowen and Mr Gumede), to
running around the grounds with my friends in a world of our own. At Highbury, I was
encouraged to be myself, to take the road less travelled, and to explore who I was
beyond the surface level. Teachers like Mrs Scott (my piano teacher) allowed me to
explore my passion for music in a way that differed from everyone else’s, unlocking
something within me. It was moments and encounters like those that made Highbury
special and instilled in me the importance of always seeing the individual, embracing a
“one size fits one” mentality. These are themes that have stayed with me and have
found a home in my writing as well.” 

Congratulations, Richard, on using your gifts to make a lasting impact on the lives of
so many young people. We are proud to celebrate another Highbury Old Boy who is
living out the Highbury values of service, leadership and integrity. Before You Call
Yourself a Mentor is available online: https://beforeyoumentor.com

Richard Gorven - Class of 2004 

https://beforeyoumentor.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExQlc2dUNBRWVic2FHakVwQnNydGMGYXBwX2lkDzUxNDc3MTU2OTIyODA2MQABHnnQMXq_eJSEop4ZtY1NFREbIDnui2sPV6P8sGs7z7ShTI7Jvwj_A_KRIcZI_aem_3-nofyNKs0AZ7Dx9aru_vA


For Robert Edwards (Class of 2002), some of his fondest Highbury memories include
playing boarders' rugby, taking part in the Friday current affairs quiz, and spending
countless hours playing hand slam. Like many boarders of his era, he also remembers
quickly falling into line whenever Mr Dollar's Jack Russell made an appearance. After
Highbury, Robert went on to Hilton College and then studied in the US. After a few
years back in SA he then went to the UK, where he spent seven years in London
building a successful career in finance, eventually becoming a Managing Director at a
corporate finance firm. Yet despite his professional success, Robert felt it was time for a
change and at the age of 35, made a life-changing decision to embark on a year-long
journey through 21 countries across Africa, Asia, Australasia and both North and South
America.

His travels took him from the favelas of Brazil to the mountains of Bolivia, from the
tobacco farms of Cuba and to the slums in India and Ethiopia as well as cities like Hong
Kong and Detroit. Along the way he explored different cultures, economies and ways of
life, learning how people around the world think about money and what it means to live
a meaningful life. One of the highlights of the journey was learning Kung Fu at the
original Shaolin Temple in China. The experience inspired Robert to write his book,
Quit Travel Grow, which combines travel stories with lessons on financial literacy,
personal growth and having the courage to pursue a different path when life calls for
change. Through stories of the people he met and the places he visited, Robert
explores an important question: if life is short, how should we choose to live it?

Reflecting on his decision to leave a successful career behind, Robert says the journey
taught him that growth often begins when we have the courage to step into the
unknown. We congratulate Robert on this exciting achievement and thank him for
donating a copy of Quit Travel Grow to the Highbury library.

Order your copy at Burble Online, Amazon or Apple Books.

Robert Edwards - Class of 2002

https://burbleonline.co.za/p/5042/quit-travel-grow
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0GYFJ79JP
https://books.apple.com/us/book/quit-travel-grow/id6793291743?ls=1


When Malcolm Glennie recently replied to our birthday wishes, his message was filled not with
stories of trophies or honours, but with gratitude for the people and experiences that shaped his
childhood. "I spent six years as a boarder at Highbury, arriving as a timid eight-year-old in
January 1954 and leaving in December 1959. Those six years placed Malcolm at the heart of one
of the most significant periods in Highbury's history.

He remembers founder Sibella McMillan still living on the school grounds and fondly recalls the
sight of "Granny's" old car being used to tow the grass cutter. Her son, Elliott McMillan, was
Headmaster when Malcolm first arrived. Following Elliott's passing in 1954, Sholto Douglas
McMillan took over the leadership of the school, beginning an era that Malcolm believes helped
define Highbury.

"I think Sholto made some very astute teaching appointments. Young enthusiastic teachers both
in the classrooms and on the sports fields." Malcolm remains in contact with several of his fellow
Highbury classmates, and together they still reflect on how fortunate they were to have been
taught by such dedicated staff. "While being away from home for large portions of each year was
not easy, my years at Highbury were happy and rewarding."

By his final years at the school, Malcolm had established himself as one of the finest all-round
pupils of his generation. He captained the Rugby XV, the Cricket XI, and the Hockey  team,
demonstrating exceptional leadership and maturity well beyond his years. His sporting
achievements were remarkable. He was awarded the prize for Most Improved Cricketer and
formed part of an outstanding cricket side that included future South African great Mike Procter.
The 1959 Highbury yearbook states,"It could be said that primarily our sport successes have been
due to the prowess of three boys, Malcolm Glennie, Michael Procter and Jebb McIntosh, though
to give all the credit to these three would be unfair to the other members of the teams, and
above all to their coach, Mr John Saunders."

In recognition of his outstanding contribution to school life, Malcolm was awarded the prestigious
Keith Wimble Cup for the boy who has done the most for the school as well as the Argus Group
Bursary to Hilton College, where he continued to excel, later serving as a prefect. Years later,
Malcolm and his wife Bev, were invited by Mike and Maryna Procter to attend the naming of the
Mike Procter Pavilion as their guests. While trophies gather dust, values and friendships remain
for life.

Malcolm Glennie - Class of 1959



 

 

 

 

Achieving at Senior Schools

Kearsney College

SPORT
Asher Hollister (Grade 10) won the
Kearsney Strokeplay Championships
at Cotswold Downs and was named
U15 Boys Blue Player of the Season
at the Dolphins Cricket Awards.
Nicolas Kohler (Grade 12) - Winner
100 meters Inter-house Athletics
Ben Schneemann (Grade 12) -
Captained the Kearsney Surfing team
to debut in the KZN Schools Surfing
League
Mcebisi Zulu (Grade 11) – Rugby
Colours
Cristiano Sandri (Grade 10) – SA
Junior National Colours and SA U16
Water Polo Team Vice Captain 
Timothy Moroney (Grade 10) made
his first official Hole-in-One during
the Alfred County Junior Tournament
Callan Botha (Grade 9) –- Best
Athlete Under 15, Inter-house
Athletics 

ACADEMIC 
Top 5 achievers per grade in Term 2

Bjorn Krüger – 3rd Grade 12
Connor van Heerden – 4th Grade 12
Matthew Behrens – 5th Grade 12
Shay Bagaria – 1st Grade 11
Zac Hickman – 1st Grade 10
Sebastian Sansbury – 1st Grade 9
Mithra Seery – 2nd Grade 9
Michael Laurence – 1st Grade 8
Joshua Schneemann – 4th Grade 8
Ryan Wood – 5th Grade 8

100% in specific subjects
Joshua Scheemann (Grade 8) – 100%
for EMS 
Mithra Seery (Grade 9) – 100% for
Design & Technology and Life Skills
Thomas Waldburger – 100% for
Mathematics

 



 

 

 

Michaelhouse

ACADEMIC
Leonardo Van de Dronker
Derbynew (Grade 10) – 1st in
Grade

SPORT
Joel Reinhardt (Grade 12) – 2nd
overall in U19 interhouse athletics 
Ben Trotter (Grade 12) – part of the
unbeaten 7th XV rugby team hat
scroed 454 points this season
Sibiya Mangaliso (Grade 8) – 2nd
overall in U14 interhouse athletics

Curro

SPORT
Luke Smith (Grade 12) – earned his
Protea Colours and will once again
represent South Africa at the 2026
World Biathle, Triathle and Laser
Run Championships

      *Send your achievements 
        to alumni@hps.co.za

 

Achieving at Senior Schools

Hilton College

SPORT
Oyena Zulu (Grade 12) – Soccer
2026 Captain, Hockey Colours and
KZN Inland U18A Hockey Team
Wanga Zulu (Grade 12) – Hockey
Colours and KZN Inland U18A
Hockey Team
Tito Chonco (Grade 12) – Basketball
Half-Colours
Blake Beaumont (Grade 10) – KZN
Inland U16C Hockey Team
Casey Marks (Grade 10) – SA U16
Men’s Water Polo Team
Luke Barendse (Grade 9) – Rugby
Merit Award and selected for Sharks
Schools U15 AFGRI Week Squad

CULTURE
Tito Chonco (Grade 12) – Awarded a
Service Tie
Benja Mann (Grade 12) – Visual Arts
Half-Colours and Cultural Tie
Ntsika Kleinbooi (Grade 11) –
Awarded Half Colours for Debating
and a Cultural Tie for Debating
Luke Goodenough (Grade 10) –
Achieved Grade 3 Guitar with
Distinction through Trinity College
London and Rowing Merit Award

http://mailto/:alumni@hps.co.za


Highbury Education Trust

Success isn’t about power, it’s about
the legacy you leave. Contributing to
the Highbury Education Trust is an
opportunity to give back to the school
that laid your foundation, to create
opportunities for future generations.

As well as funding scholarships and
bursaries, the Highbury Education
Trust ensures that we can preserve and
enhancing this beautiful 11-hectare
campus filled with history and world-
class facilities. Projects such as the
upgrade of the Library, resurfacing
tennis courts, renovation of the new IT
Room and upgraded classrooms are
just some of the capital projects
covered. 

All RSA donations received directly by
the fund are tax-deductible as Highbury
Education Trust is a registered Public
Benefit Organisation (PBO). Donations
to PBOs approved under Section 18A of
the Income Tax Act allow businesses to
claim tax deductions. 

This means that a percentage of the
donation can be deducted from the
company’s taxable income, reducing its
overall tax liability.

Acknowledgement 
Donations over R1,000 are recognised
with an engraved brass plaque on the
Highbury Education Trust Wall of
Appreciation at the school. 

Tax BenefitsLeave a Legacy

Donate here

There will be a change in the Foundation Office as Tammy Fraser concludes her
time as Foundation Officer at Highbury Preparatory School. The Foundation Office
will continue to support the Highbury Old Boys community and keep our alumni
connected with all that is happening at Highbury. Old Boys are encouraged to
continue sharing news, achievements, updates, contact details and queries by
emailing alumni@hps.co.za. We look forward to continuing to celebrate the
achievements of our Old Boys and strengthen the Highbury community for
generations to come.

mailto://alumni@hps.co.za


Sons of Old Boys
Grade 7

1.Ryan Anderson 
2.Harry Evennett 
3.Charles Ferrar
4.William Ferrar
5.Samuel Hughes
6.Luke Lotter 
7.Luca Stylianou 

Grade 6
8.Ben Bradley
9.Jean-Luc Setzkorn 

10.Cruz Stylianou 
Grade 5

1.Blake Burger 
2.James Daniel 
3.Matthew Goble 
4.Carter Hammond 
5.Luka Kelly 
6.David Pearce 
7.Samuel Woolridge 
8.Jack Young 
9.Charlie Macquet  

Grade 4
1.Jack Blackman 
2.Ben Burger 
3.Jack Hooper 
4.Quinn Murdey 
5.Brody Potgieter 
6.James van Rensburg 
7.John Waldburger
8.Oliver Brown 

Grade 3
1.Zachary Buckley
2.Dominic Deutschmann 
3.Renzo Stylianou 
4.Samuel Sweidan 

Grade 2
1.Benjamin Colle
2.Daniel Pearce
3.Leon Rouillard
4.Cole Scott
5.Renzo Simeoni

Grade 1
1.Jenson Coker 
2.Edward O'Neill
3.Jordan Stencel 
4.Benjamin Sweidan
5.Judah Tennant

 Grade R
1.Grayson Acutt
2.Toby Butler
3.Mason Borgen
4.Caleb Crisp
5.Adam Musgrove

1.Niel Anderson (Class of 1990)
2.Murray Evennett (Class of 1986)
3.Patrick Ferrar (Class of 1994)
4.Patrick Ferrar (Class of 1994)
5.Gareth Hughes (Class of 1994)
6.David Salmond (Class of 1961) Grandfather
7.Manoli Stylianou (Class of 1998)

1.Damian Bradley (Class of 1990)
2.Remington Setzkorn (Class of 2003)
3.Manoli Stylianou (Class of 1998)

1.Murray Burger (1991 - 1993)
2.Graham Daniel (Class of 1983)
3.Kelvin Goble (Class of 1967) Grandfather
4.Garrin Hammond (Class of 1996)
5.Sean Kelly (Class of 2007)
6.Oliver Pearce (Class of 1919)
7.Thomas Beard (Class of 1918)
8.Jason Young (Class of 1992)
9.Guy Macquet (Class of 1987) & Richard James (Class of 1966) Grandfather

1.Paul Blackman (Class of 1992)
2.Murray Burger (1991 - 1993)
3.David Hooper (Class of 1991)
4.Craig Murdey (Class of 1984)
5.Dylan Potgieter (Class of 1999)
6.Shaun van Rensburg (Class of 1996)
7.Jonathan Waldburger (Class of 1995)
8.Alistair Brown (Class of 1995) & Barry Theunissen (Class of 1971) Grandfather

1.Philip King (Class of 1972) Grandfather 
2.Shaun Deutschmann (Class of 2003)
3.Manoli Stylianou (Class of 1998)
4.Barry Theunissen Class of 1971) Grandfather

1.Edward Colle (Class of 2002)
2.Oliver WM Pearce (Class of 1919) Grandfather
3. Ian Henderson (Class of 1908) Great Grandfather
4.Colin Scott (Class of 1984) Grandfather
5.Peter Simeoni (Class of 1999)

1.Stephen Coker (Class of 2000)
2.Matt O'Neill (Class of 1997)
3.Daniel Stencel (Class of 2000)
4.Barry Theunissen (Class of 1971) Grandfather
5.Samuel Tennant (Class of 2000)

1.Guy Acutt (Class of 2003)
2.Blake Butler (Class of 1998)
3.Mark Borgen (Class of 1997)
4.Brandon Crisp (Class of 1997)
5.Blake Musgrove (Class of 2000)
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	From Roland Lacock's Desk:
	Q3 2026
	We know that reading helps children to process information, develop their understanding and strengthen their critical-thinking skills. We are therefore very excited about this project. The library will be at the heart of our school, and we hope that its renovation will inspire a lifelong love of reading in our boys.
	The Highbury 1st XV Rugby Team and the 1st Soccer Team have had successful seasons. Our rugby team won 78% of their games this season and represented the school with pride. The soccer team were undefeated this year and won both the Upper-Highway Soccer League and the Kearsney Soccer Tournament. We are very proud of the boys.
	We sadly bid farewell to Tammy Fraser who has been our Foundation Officer at Highbury. During her time at Highbury, Tammy has made a significant impact on our alumni communication and we sincerely appreciate all that she has done. We wish Tammy all the very best for her move to Kearsney. We are currently looking to fill her post and will update the old boy community on who is appointed to the position.
	Warm regards,
	Roland Lacock Headmaster


	5-Year Reunion for the Class of 2021
	“You cannot go through a single day without having an impact on the world around you. What you do makes a difference, and you have to decide what kind of a difference you want to make.” - Dr Jane Gooddall

	Sydney Barlow - Class of 1958
	One of the greatest privileges of travelling on rugby tour is witnessing the enduring bond between generations of Highbury boys. Whilst competing at the Independent Schools Rugby Festival at St David’s in Johannesburg, our 1st XV Rugby Team had the pleasure of meeting Highbury Old Boy, Sydney Barlow, who was there watching his grandson. After spending time chatting with our coaches and Mr Brandon Harvey, who presented Sydney with his original Highbury 1st XV rugby cap, Sydney wrote to thank them for making his visit so memorable and shared some memories of his time at Highbury in the late 1950's.

	Shaun Deutschmann - Class of 2003
	Happening at Highbury
	Congratulations Escombe's!
	There was no shortage of spirit on the rugby field at our Senior Primary boys annual Inter-House Rugby competition.
	This year, Escombe's claimed the bragging rights as champions.

	Inter-House Athletics Day
	U12 High Jump: Blayne's jump of 1.52m surpassed the previous mark of 1.51m, set by Zavion Kotze in 2000.
	U12 150m Race: Blayne crossed the finish line in an impressive 20.54 seconds, eclipsing Grant Cousins' 2012 record of 21.23 seconds.
	Congratulations also goes to Escombe’s who were the winning House, and to Robinson’s who took home the Spirit Trophy.
	Join us for Business & Breakfast centred around this year’s theme, “Growing Community.”
	We're excited to hear from acclaimed Spud author, John van de Ruit, with Nick Tatham from East Coast Radio as MC, and guest comedian Rory Petzer, “South Africa’s Minister of Champions.”
	11 September 2026
	8:00–10:00am
	Memorial Hall, Highbury
	R200 per person


	RSVP HERE

	Happening at Highbury
	Donate here

	Graeme Sperryn - Class of 1976
	Although thousands of kilometres now separate him from Highbury, the memories of his school days remain as vivid as ever for Graeme "Gegs" Sperryn, Dux of his year.
	Today, Graeme is a successful partner at Siskinds, one of Southwestern Ontario's leading law firms, having built an accomplished legal career that has taken him from South Africa to Canada and, more recently, to the United Kingdom. Unable to attend his 50-Year Reunion, Graeme sent a heartfelt message to his classmates, reflecting on the adventures and life lessons that shaped their formative years.
	As a Highbury boy, Graeme excelled both academically and in service to the school. He was awarded the Michaelhouse Scholarship, the Keith Wimble Trophy for the boy who had done the most for the school, and earned prizes for Reading, Drama, English and Latin.
	Looking back, Graeme recalled a very different Highbury, where almost two-thirds of his class were boarders. Boys came from across KwaZulu-Natal, as well as Zambia, Mozambique and Swaziland, creating lifelong friendships across cultures and distances. His memories of early mornings in the dormitories, Friday evening hit parades, victorious bus trips home from away matches, Sunday birthday celebrations in the Dining Hall, and many adventures brought both laughter and nostalgia to his classmates.
	Among the stories were memories of Tommy Bedford-inspired haircuts, yo-yos, skateboards, makeshift common rooms, digging for old .22 shell casings near the old armoury and the inevitable disagreements settled "behind the practice wall". Yet beneath the humour was a deeper appreciation for what Highbury gave its boys.
	“We learned about places and experiences beyond our own, and learned to get along with one another, finding comraderie along the way. Highbury – with its dedicated teachers, staff, and matrons – created a vigorous environment in which we were not coddled, but shaped through excellent teaching, wonderful sport, and cultural activities into young men ready for high school, university, military service, and life beyond.”

	Stuart Corbishley - Class of 1998
	The money-maximising secrets of Investment
	For many in the Highbury community, the Cluver family will be a familiar name. Richard and Liz Cluver are past Highbury parents, with their sons Paul and Ross having attended the school, while Liz served on the Highbury Board for many years.
	EFT
	Standard Bank
	Use Ref: Exploring Exponentiation

	Donate online to
	get your copy

	Congratulations
	Lyle Matthews - Class of 2016
	The Highbury community is celebrating an outstanding achievement by Lyle Matthews, who made his debut for the The Sharks in a sensational Currie Cup fixture against the Pumas.
	Making your first provincial appearance is a milestone in itself, but Lyle made it one to remember. He crossed the try line three times, earned the Man of the Match award, and announced himself on the Currie Cup stage in spectacular fashion.

	Andre Brink- Class of 1978
	Andre and his wife, Vanessa, recently returned from their impressive 2-night stay at Umzolozo Private Game Lodge which Andre won at the Highbury Old Boys  Johannesburg Branch reunion earlier this year. He got in touch to send his thanks and reflect on his Highbury days.


	Richard Gorven - Class of 2004
	Robert Edwards - Class of 2002
	Malcolm Glennie - Class of 1959
	Achieving at Senior Schools
	Kearsney College
	SPORT
	ACADEMIC

	Top 5 achievers per grade in Term 2
	Bjorn Krüger – 3rd Grade 12
	Connor van Heerden – 4th Grade 12
	Matthew Behrens – 5th Grade 12
	Shay Bagaria – 1st Grade 11
	Zac Hickman – 1st Grade 10
	Sebastian Sansbury – 1st Grade 9
	Mithra Seery – 2nd Grade 9
	Michael Laurence – 1st Grade 8
	Joshua Schneemann – 4th Grade 8
	Ryan Wood – 5th Grade 8
	100% in specific subjects

	Joshua Scheemann (Grade 8) – 100% for EMS
	Mithra Seery (Grade 9) – 100% for Design & Technology and Life Skills
	Thomas Waldburger – 100% for Mathematics


	Achieving at Senior Schools
	Hilton College
	Michaelhouse
	ACADEMIC

	SPORT
	SPORT
	*Send your achievements
	to alumni@hps.co.za



	Highbury Education Trust
	Leave a Legacy
	Success isn’t about power, it’s about the legacy you leave. Contributing to the Highbury Education Trust is an opportunity to give back to the school that laid your foundation, to create opportunities for future generations.
	As well as funding scholarships and bursaries, the Highbury Education Trust ensures that we can preserve and enhancing this beautiful 11-hectare campus filled with history and world-class facilities. Projects such as the upgrade of the Library, resurfacing tennis courts, renovation of the new IT Room and upgraded classrooms are just some of the capital projects covered.

	Donate here
	Tax Benefits
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